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The Impact of Social Media in Schools
Dear Parents and Carers

We continue to experience an increasing number of situations where social media has been the
vehicle for unkind and inappropriate behaviour by our pupils.

Staff in school have spent a disproportionate amount of time resolving issues that have resulted
from unmonitored and neglectful misuse of social media at home. This is particularly worrying
at primary school level where no child is old enough to meet the age guidelines for social media
accounts or to play many of the live games we hear our pupils talking about. Facebook, Whatsapp
and TikTok all require users to be over 13.

It is our duty to enable our children to be positive role models in the digital world we now live in and
the partnership between home and school is key. We teach the children how to stay safe online
and work with many agencies to support this throughout the year with workshops and lessons.

It is your responsibility as parents to ensure that their access to social media is safe and
appropriate.

We are asking you as parents and carers to make sure that you;

v" Ask them to show you which social media apps they use and what they like about them.
Check that they have entered the correct date of birth so that they are using
appropriate settings

Regularly check content and messages

Explain how you can use privacy, location and tagging settings to make sure they are safe
when posting

Show them how to report offensive comments or block people who upset them.
Encourage your child to come and talk to you if they see anything that upsets them.
Explain that you will monitor their use and check their content from time to time.

Do not leave devices with children overnight with no supervision
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Thank you for your support with this issue.

Yours sincerely,

A

iss Hart
Head Teacher
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