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The Year of the Snake

Chinese New Year is a b'Lg celebration that happens every year,

and each year is named after an animal from the
Chinese zodiac. The zodiac has |2 o.nlmo.ls,

'an[u.di.ng the rat, ox, t'Lger, and dro.gon.

. Can you guess what.
?’,u “animal 2025 is? .

The Chinese zodiac is a very old tradition, and the

snake is the sixth animal in the cgcle. Peop[e born in
the Year of the Snake are said to be wise, calm, and
mgsterlous. Thetj often like to think carefullg before mak’mg

decisions, ju.st like a snake might wait qui.etlg before it moves.

What Does the Snake Represent?

In Chinese culture, the snake is a sgmbol of Lntelligence and
transformation. This means that snakes are thou.ght to be clever and good
at so|.vi.r19 problem.s. Theg also represent chan.ge because theg shed their
old skin to grow a new one. This reminds people that it's okag to let go of
the past and try somethi.ng new.

How Do People Celebrate
the Year of the Snake?

Chinese New Year is full of fun traditions! Families

9c.ther together to eat spec'Lo.l meals and watch
fireworks. Red decorations are hu.ng evergwhere because
red is a [u.ckg colour in China. Mo.ng people also give
red envelopes with money inside to children for good.
luck. Du,r'Lng the Year of the Snake, some families mlght

include snakes in their decorations, such as

chtures paper cut-outs, or lanterns.
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In Ch'mo,, New Year's DaH is not ju.st one do,g
but a whole festival that lasts for 15 d.o.gs.
One exc'Lt'Lng event is the Lantern Festival,

which ho.ppens at the end of the celebrations.

People carry 9|.ow'Lr19 lanterns and often
release them into the skg or set them

afloat on rivers.

Fun F([Cts Snakes don't have el:Jel.Ld.S!
They can't blink but have -
About Snakes | 2‘-)

a clear scale over their

\+ eyes to protect them.

They smell with their
tongues by flicking them

out to catch scents in

the air.

Not all snakes are d.cmgerous—

some are verg smalL

and harmless to peop[e.

Why Do We Celebrate?

The Chinese New Year is not Ju.st about animals; it's a time to think about
fc.milg, new beg’mn'mgs, and hope for a good year ahead. The Year of the
Snake is a chance to be brave, trg new th'mgs, and grow, J'u,st like the

snake sheds its skin to grow blgger.

So, when the Year of the Snake beg'ms in 2025, remember to be curious

G.I'\.d. CI.QVQF I.Lke a SI'\,O.I(Q Magbe EJOU.'I.I. even |.eo.rn

something new about this fascinating animall \Q{v/ )

www.tpet.co.uk i- “

' ¥ x




& 7 N - .

N U

g Comprehension

|. What animal is 2025 named after in the Chinese zodiac?

7/
& 2. What does the snake represent in Chinese culture?

3. How long does the Chinese New Year festival last?

. Whg is the colour red meortant d.ur'mg Chinese New Year?

5. What do people do du.r'mg the Lantern Festival?

6. How do snakes smell their su,rrou,ndings?
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g Comprehension Answers

|. What animal is 2025 named after in the Chinese zodiac?
2025 is the Year of the Snake.

. What does the snake represent in Chinese culture?

The snake represents Lntelligence and transformation.

. How long does the Chinese New Year festival last?
It lasts for I5 do,gs.

. Why is the colour red important during Chinese New Year?

Red is a lu,ckg colour in Chinese culture.

. What do people do during the Lantern Festival?

Peop[e carry lanterns and often release them into the

skg or float them on rivers.

. How do snakes smell their su.rrou.n.cli.n.gs'.I>

Snakes use their ton.gu.es to smell bg ﬂi.cki.n.g

them out to catch scents in the air.
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