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The aim of our Brandhall curriculum is to shape value-driven,
global citizens with the skills to confidently communicate and
explore the world, embracing similarities and celebrating
differences in a culture that inspires ambition and aspiration

Our curriculum is planned to be not only educational, but also enjoyable for both pupils and
staff. Our staff have a wealth of experience and knowledge and lessons are alive with challenge and
involvement for all. Through the School Council, pupils have a voice that is heard.

It ensures that academic success, creativity and problem solving, reliability, responsibility and
resilience, as well as physical development, well-being and mental health are key elements that
support the development of the whole child and promote a positive attitude to learning.

We are enthusiastic about being curious, life-long learners at our school. We provide a broad,
rich, relevant and meaningful curriculum which, as a team, we are very proud of. Children have a
thirst for learning at Brandhall and we are committed to nurturing young: writers, performers,
readers, international speakers, mathematicians, scientists, historians, geographers, artists, designers,
musicians, sports persons and computer users of the future.

The more able are challenged further in their learning and children who find aspects of their learning
more difficult are appropriately supported so that they too are enabled to experience success.

The curriculum is underpinned by the school’s Core Values (Respect, Belonging, Courage, Honesty,
Ambition and Compassion) alongside British Values (Democracy, Rule of law, Individual Liberty and
mutual respect) and these are taught on their own and through other areas of the curriculum,
including assemblies.

e The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils and their understanding of
the core values of our society are woven through the curriculum.

e Inall year groups there are small group interventions in order to support pupils in gaining the
key skills to achieve their best. Specialist teachers and instructors support music and physical
education.

e The outdoor environment and the local community are considered an opportunity for active
learning for all our pupils. The school grounds have been developed so they can enrich
different curriculum areas.

Pupils have opportunities to share their learning with each other, their parents and carers and other
learners through school-based and external exhibitions, performances, competitions and events
involving other schools.

Our curriculum is designed to

Develop strong characters in order to be resilient and cope with adversity.

Develop creative individuals who collaborate and co-operate and can solve problems seeing
failure as an opportunity to learn.

Develop pupils who can think critically and care about their learning so they always do their
best.



Develop pupils who care about their role as part of a family, community and the wider
world; encouraging them to feel part of, and to contribute positively to fundamental British values.

Ensure all pupils have high aspirations.

Develop a thirst for learning for all pupils

To achieve this we teach the curriculum in a dynamic and fun way that means every child can unlock
vital skills that will drive their creativity. We believe every child should be given the opportunity to
create, compose, perform, visit, experience, participate, know, understand and review as part of a
cultural and creative curriculum. All children are encouraged to work together to solve problems, to
think critically so they understand different points of view and are expected to care about their
learning.

EYFS at Brandhall.

We offer provision from two years upwards in a caring, stimulating, vibrant and purposeful setting. All
staff work to foster excellent relationships with children to as a basis on which to build learning. Our
two year olds focus on the Prime areas of learning (physical development, communication and
language and also their personal, social and emotional skills). They also work on the early phonic skills.
These are further developed in the 3-4 year old Nursery, with more of a focus on Maths and Literacy,
with daily Phonics sessions.

In Reception children receive three teaching sessions a day. These could be Literacy and Maths and a
daily phonics lesson. Children also work one to one or in a very small group with the teacher, they will
also do activities which we have planned for them and they are also free to choose and initiate their
own activities. Daily activities include a large element of learning through play, both indoors and
outdoors, including in the dedicated Foundation Stage play area and Forest School area.

Quiality playful experiences form a vital part in how children will learn best. We believe that children
learn best in stimulating environments, with warm relationships with staff and when they are applying
skills learn in a variety of contexts. We develop strong relationships with parents, via face to face drop
offs every day, INSPIRE workshops and Parents’ Evenings, to ensure both home and school are
working on targets.

At Brandhall Primary School, we place great emphasis on learning basic skills. We hold the Basic Skills
Quality Mark award for recognition of the school’s work in Basic Skills. Our aim is that when pupils
leave Year Six, they will be highly numerate and literate, with a real joy for learning.

Covid-19 adaptations

Our curriculum remains broad and ambitious

All pupils will continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining their
choices for further study and employment.



Where needed, remote education is high-quality and safe, and aligns as closely
as possible with our in-school provision. We will continue to

e Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of
the autumn term, but make use of existing flexibilities to create time to
cover the most important missed content.

e Plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils. Curriculum planning
will be informed by an assessment of pupils’ starting points and
addressing the gaps in their knowledge and skills.

e Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum
planning. Remote education is an essential component in the delivery of
the school curriculum for some pupils, alongside classroom teaching, or
in the case of local restrictions.

e We will therefore ensure pupils educated at home for some of the time
are given the support they need to master the curriculum and so make
good progress.

Remote education expectations

Where a class, group or a small number of pupils need to self-isolate, staffing
shortages or local restrictions require pupils to remain at home, we have the
capacity to offer immediate remote education. All pupils not physically unwell
with coronavirus (COVID-19) but who are at home as a result of coronavirus
(COVID-19) should access the remote education by the next school day.

We will continue to:

e Teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and
skills are built incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is
intended to be taught and practised in each subject

e Use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and
offline resources and teaching videos and that is linked to the school’s
curriculum expectations



e Give children access to high quality remote education resources and set
assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day
in maths, English and the wider curriculum.

e Provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a
teacher or through high-quality curriculum resources or videos

e Check in with children, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with
their work, and inform parents immediately where engagement is a
concern.

e Teachers will adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in
response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary,
revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure understanding.

Special educational needs

We will continue to work collaboratively with families, putting in place
reasonable adjustments as necessary, so that pupils with SEND can successfully
access remote education alongside their peers.

Where a pupil has provision specified within their EHC plan, we will arrange the
delivery of this in the way that the plan sets out. There may be times when it
becomes very difficult to do so, for example, if they are self-isolating. In this
situation, decisions on how provision can be delivered should be informed by
relevant considerations with Mrs Brewer/class teacher and parent/carer.

Vulnerable children

Where individuals who are self-isolating are within our definition of vulnerable,
we will continue to keep in regular contact with them.

We will endeavour to have in place procedures to check if a vulnerable child is
able to access remote education support, to support them to access it (as far as
possible) and to regularly check if they are doing so.

Delivering remote education safely

Support on delivering online remote education safely is available from:



online safety and safeguarding



https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/default.aspx

